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Her porous bosom doth rich odours sweat;

Whose perfumes through the ambient air diffuse

Such native aromatics, as we use

No foreign gums, nor essence fetch'd from far,             15

No volatile spirits, nor compounds that are

Adulterate, but at Nature's cheap expense

With far more genuine sweets refresh the sense.

Such pure and uncompounded beauties bless

This mansion with an useful comeliness,                     20

Devoid of art, for here the architect

Did not with curious skill a pile erect

Of carved marble, touch, or porphyry,

But built a house for hospitality;

No sumptuous chimney-piece of shining stone              25

Invites the stranger's eye to gaze upon,

And coldly entertains his sight, but clear

And cheerful flames cherish and warm him here;

No Doric or Corinthian pillars grace

With imagery this structure's naked face.                    30

The lord and lady of this place delight

Rather to be in act, than seem in sight.

Instead of statues to adorn their wall,

They throng with living men their merry hall,

Where, at large tables fill'd with wholesome meats,       35

The servant, tenant, and kind neighbour eats.

Some of that rank, spun of a finer thread,

Are with the women, steward, and chaplain fed

With daintier cates; others of better note,

Whom wealth, parts, office, or the herald's coat          40

Have sever'd from the common, freely sit

At the lord's table, whose spread sides admit

A large access of friends to fill those seats

Of his capacious circle, fill'd with meats

Of choicest relish, till his oaken back                          45

Under the load of pil'd up dishes crack.

Nor think, because our pyramids and high

Exalted turrets threaten not the sky,

That therefore Wrest of narrowness complains,

Or strait'ned walls; for she more numerous trains         50

Of noble guests daily receives, and those

Can with far more conveniency dispose,

Than prouder piles, where the vain builder spent

More cost in outward gay embellishment